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ADDRESS, Ec. 


Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow-Citizens! 


Ar this momentous period, —a period that involves our own 
and poſterity's welfare, it behoves us as Britons, if we have any 
claim to Freedom, to demand in a tone of language which is 
irreſiſtable, the renovation of that Conſtitution, which is our 
boaſt—our glory—our birth- right. 


The day is paſt when miniſterial mandates were conſidered 
as Conſtitutional Principles; and a few months experience, has 
convinced, by far the majority of the ſenſible part of the com- 
munity, that the preſent ruinous, or at leaſt unprofitable war, 
was waged more againſt opiniotts, than for the protection of the 
Laws, Liberties, and Religion of theſe kingdoms. 


If our Conſtitution has all its boaſted excellence why preclude 
inquiry? Why thwart an attempt to cleanſe the Augean 
ſtable, and reſtore the Conſtitution toits original purity ? Either 


there muſt be ſomething in iz5ef which cannot bear inveſtiga- 


tion, or that thoſe who are principally inſtrumental in demanding 
confidence inſtead of permitting inquiry, are conſcious, that they 
| have nothing but the ſtrong Bulwark of their power and 
influence, to juſtify their dangerous infringements on Conftitu- 
tional Liberty. | 


In order, however, to enable Britons to judge for themſelves, 
we propoſe to take a ſhort retroſpeRive view of the Burrran 
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— to point out its peculiar excellencies; the 
benefits reſulting therefrom ; and the dangers of thoſe innova- 
tions, which threaten our very political exiſtence. 

By ſome writers, it has been denied that we have a Conſtitu- 
original capacity, or by their delegates, to agree upon the 
fundamental principles of à Conſtitution. To meet in their 
original eapacity for the purpoſe of fixing a baſis for Legiſlation, 
has been the lot of few nations upon earth: are we thence to 
infer/ at noneexcept thoſe who were thus circumſtanced, have 


2 a Conſtitution? Surely not. Thoſe axioms or principles, upon 


which the Government of any country is founded may be juſtly 
aid to be its Conſtitution, whether introduced by the ſtrong 
hand of a conqueror;—the confederacy of powerful Ariſtocrats ; 
the ſtruggle of Monarchs againſt ambitious individuals, 
wherein each, in order to ſtrengthen his own cauſe, granted to 
the people ſome degree of Liberty; or whether the people 
emancipating themſelves from Slavery and Oppreſſion, choſe 
voluntarily the forma of their own Government. 


— is not the lefs fo, on 
 acvvitat” of its not having been obtained at once by mutual 
effort” bur eftabliſhed as it was, by the wiſdom, circumſtances, 
r ſucceeding ages, it is perhaps the beſt ſuited 
to purpoſes that ever was deviſed. | It is clear, that 


none 


| the great out-line of our ; Conſtitution, is Monarchy, Ariftocracy, 

Ng Meaded, The firſt, to give promptitude, effi 
cacy, and. vigour our in the execution of the Law, through 
the medium of. zb erben the King —the ſecond to give per- 
eee affiiance nd council, to, his, Majeſty; to. 4 io 
» ſupreme judicial, as well as legiſlative, capacity: and the 
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third, to collect the united wiſdom, and public virtue of he 
people into one focus, in order to enact wholeſome Laws, upon 
the bafis of the- Conſtitution, for the mutual benefit and pro- 


tection of all. 


The two firſt Branches, are by our Conſtitution declared 
Heriditary. This, although it may give digaity and power, 
can never insure, wiſdom and integrity. And, therefore; we 
find that the moſt ignorant and tyrannieal Governments: that 
ever exiſted, were compoſed of thoſe tv branches. The old 
Government of France,---the Ruſſians, Spaniſh, and various 
Governments of Europe, are ftriking inſtaaces of this truth: It 
follows, therefore, that the peculiar excellence of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, conſiſts chiefly in the third branch; and all the 
bleſſings reſulting therefrom, depend upon keeping the latter 
wholly dependent on the people, and totally independent of the 


former two. 


This being admitted, it muſt appear obvious, that the two 


Sms 


firſ branches, in the hands of weak, wicked, and ambitious 

men, have the moſt dangerous and fatal tendency ; ; "and 1225 
all the ability---all the vigilance; and all the patriotie virtt of 
the third branch, to form a due corrective, and ſecure. the lives, 
liberty, and property of the people, from the active and corrods 
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According to the ſpirit and letter of our Oonflitu 300, on, Us 
people ought to have the full and unbiaſſed Choice öl Ps 
Repreſentatives; and the moment that the Hereditary branches, 
either directly or -indittQly, interferd in "ihe" kisdibt' of the 
single Member, that monient, the "Contibiatibh Ts" ViBlated, 
and the Libertic of the tabjo ur in Ganger, WII ORG 
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becomes of our boaſted Conſtitution, when the majority of the 
Houſe of Commons, is nominated by the Crown and the Hose 
| of Lords, or influenced by powerful incitements of places and 

By the Macna CrarTa, conſidered as the fundamental act 
of our Conſtitution, it is provided, that there ſhall be © full 
« free, and. frequently elected Parliaments.” Evidently meaning 
by Full Parliaments, that the whole body of the people were 
intitled to a choice: and, indeed, this muſt be the caſe, as the 
whole body of the people are taxed ;---taxation without repre- 
ſentation is Tyranny ; therefore, the people have a right to 
claim univerſal ſuffrage. For where is the man who is not 
taxed? Every one is taxed, in proportion to his conſumption 
of taxed articles. By free Parliaments, it is obvious, that the 
people were toexerciſe their own judgments in the elections, and 
any interference of influence or force, was ſtrictly Unconftitu- 
tional. And, by frequent Parliaments, moſt certainly was meant 
that they were to be renewed at ſhort periods, in order to keep 
their deliberations free from jufluence or corruption. 


As by the immutable Laws of Nature, all men are equal; 
ſo the Antient Framers of our Conſtitution, following nature's 
dictates, declared all men equab in a political ſenſe. All free, 
fo far as was conſiftent with the ſocial union:—all equally en- 
titled to privileges, immunities, honors, and preferments 
according to their reſpective merits ;—all ſubjec̃t to the expences 
of the fiate actording to their means; and, nen 
by the impartial aditidiration of the Law, 5 


70 AER SUTT191 + 
u O e i your boatied, envied; glorious Conſti- 
tution. This, is the pure ſource from which ſpring happineſs, 
wealth, 
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wealth; National independence; and, above all, the inde- 
pendence of the human mind. 


From a ſource ſo genuine, muſt flow bleſſings innumerable. 
The Laws enacted upon the baſis of Eavaiity, cannot be op- 
preſlive ; hence it is provided by the Magna Charta, that No 
Freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned, or be di ſpoſſeſſed of his 
* freehold, or Liberties, or free cuſtoms; or be outlawed, or 
* exiled, or any otherwiſe deſtroyed ; nor ſhall we paſs upon 
© him, or condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his 
Peers, or by the Law of the Land. We $HaLL SELL To 0 
© MAN, WE SHALL DENY NOR DEFER To any MAN, EITHER 
* JUSTICE or RIGHT. | 

© This article is one of the nobleſt our Conſtitution can boaſt of. 
Striking at the root of deſpotiſm, it preſerves the people free 
from the malignity of men in power. It implies, alſo, that 
the Law of the Lax ought to be ſimple and chaſte, not com- 
plicated and contradiftory ;=-ſhould be open to men of all 
ranks;—quick and certain i its operation; and attended with 
little or no expence in its adminiſtration. 


A Conſtitution thus vigorous, wiſe, and virtuous, muſt 
inſure internal . tranquillity, and exteraal fame.---Under the 
| foſtering wings of a Government founded upon ſuch principles, 

ve are nouriſhed and protected: it is our natural guardian ; 

| peace and proſperity are its objects ;—it looks with reverence to 
the people as the fountain of original power ;—it poſſeſſes their 
confidence in return as their faithful deputy.---It deliberates 
with wifdom.---It determines by the unerring Laws of Juſtice; 
and executes with integrity. Such a Government, oollects into 
one point all the energy of the Nation; and diffuſes Univerſal 
. Beneyolence, 
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Benevolence, Love, and Fraternity. A Nation thus circum- 
ſtanced, has nothing to fear from external Enemies ; ſuch a 
Nation indeed can have no Enemies; ſhe muſt be confided in, 


reſpected, and admired by all the World. Such a Nation is 


too Magnanimous ;---too Wiſe ;--- too Powerful, to dread the 
attack of any Deſpot upon earth. 3 

Crr12zxxs, ſuch are the bleſſings attendant an the pure opera- 
tion of your Conftitation.---Such the ſituation you enjoy among 
fi di N ti 1 ? 1} | . g to the . iples of 
Nature. 


What then has occafioned the fatal conſequences we now feel ? 


Whence proceed the rapid ſtrides of Deſpotiſm ? The intricacy, 
obſcurity, inequality, and expenfiveneſs of our Laws? The 
deftruRive wars, in which we are frequently engaged The 
accumulation of National Debt? The preſſure of enormous 
taxes? The increaſing corruption and luxury of the Great 
The increaſe of miſerable, and helpleſs poor? The prodigious 
advance on the price of all the necafſaries of life > The decay 
of trade and manufacture? And what are the rcaſous ſor the 


general languor, apathy, and timid ſubmiſfion that now per- 


vade the minds of Britons ? What, but a departure from the 
diQates of Nature? What, but blindly reigning up all that is | 
valuable in our admirable Conſtitution? What, but forging 
the fetters for our own feet ; and crouching down, to take on 


the Yoke of Oppreſſion? For who are to blame for the heavy 
load of taxes and abuſcs the Nation groans under, but the very 


people who pay and ſuffer them? Were the People ſolicitous 


in prefexying the Conſtitution in its original purity, they would 
not have ſuffered their deareſt rights to be frittered away; but 


would 


* 
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' would have reſerved the valuable liberty of chuſing honeſt and 
fit men to manage their affairs,---men who are poſſeſſed of Love 
for their Country and the intereſt of thoſe they repreſent. ho 
would boldly declare againſt all impoſition.It is the people's 
own indolence and inattention that ruin them. 


The whole ſecurity we boaſt of, as a barrier againſt oppreſſion 
is broken down. The Houſe of Commons canngt be ſaid to be 
the real Repreſentatives of the people; they aracle@ed by very 
few of them; and are not accountable to the general body of 
the people, for their conduct. Let us take a conciſe review of 
the manner of returning the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and this truth will appear in a very convindiig ſhape. 
This ſtatement is taken from Mr. Grey's petition to the Houſe 
of Commons on the ſubject of a Parliamentary fteforti prefeiited 
6th, of May 1793, and is as follows. Severity Members of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament are returned by thirty-five 
places, where the right of voting is veſted in Burgage and other 
Tenures, and where the number of Voters is fo'inconfiderdble, 
nnn A 


Nene der 8 
13113 elected by forty-fix Peres, bn 
none of which, the number of, Voters expeeds fifty... 9 


Thirty ſeven Members more, are elected by nineteeri places, 
in e wet, e e eee, 7 


0 T2 7 TWO TUO n —_— 


CAE: 
hundreds + e od + W © nds Tk Sie ug oder aug 
for Counties in Scotland, * than two hundred and fifty 
Voters each. 3 That 


8 
( 

That tlürteen diſtridts of Burghs in Scotland, not containing 
one hundred of Voters each, and two diſtricts of Burghs not 
containing one hundred and twenty five Voters each, return 
fifteen more members. 


From the minutiæ of the Statement, alſo, it is proved, that 
the Crown and the Houſe of Lords nominate ninety Members 
of the Houſe of Commons, and influence ſeventy nine more.--- 
Total one hundred and fixty nine. 


That a few wealthy and powerful Commoners nominate 
eighty two Members of the Houſe of Commons, and influence 
fifty ſeven more; Total one hundred and thirty nine; making 
together three hundred and eight. A number forming an ab- 
ſolute Majority of that Houſe, ſaid to be the organ of the peo- - . 
ple. Under ſuch Nomination and Influence, the Hovss of - 
Commons may be more properly tiled a Drury Ar1sTocracy, 

. as, take in the whole ſcale of Election, not a tuo hundredth part 
of the people, have the power of choice. 


Our anceſtors were ſenſible of the danger of Ariſtocratical 
Interference; and, therefore, by the 8th article of the Bill of 
„ eee that all elections for Members to ſerve in 
Parliament ought to be free. And at the commencement of 
every Seffions of Parliament the Houſe of Commons reſolve 
* That ne Peer of the Realm hath any right to give his vote for 

any Member to ſerye in Parliament, and alſo, * That it is a 

5 * bigh, infringement upon the Libertics of the Commons of 

* Great-Britain, for any Lord of Parliament, or any Lord-Lieu- 

_tepant.gf any county, .to concern themſelves in the eleQions 

of Mexpbers, to ſerye for the Commons Houle of Parliament. 

low far the Honourable Houſe can repeat theſe Reſolutions 


nh propriety, we leave with the impartial public to judge ? 
i Inadequate | 


- 


- 
/ 
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Inadequate as the ſtate of Repreſentation is, as eſtabliſhed at 
the Revolution, it has, at leaſt in theory, ſome appearance of 
difintereſtedneſs : hence it was provided, that men of moderate 
fortunes, were eligible to ſerve as Members of Partiament. 


The language of the Law, requires, as a qualification, that 
a Candidate ſhould be poſſeſſed of only a few hundred pounds 
per annum ; while, were his fortune ſo limited, notwithſtanding 
he may poſſeſs all the Ability and Patriotiſm neceſſary for the 
important truſt, the vaſt expence of conteſted elections moſt 
effectually excludes him from the Privilege. It was provided, 
alſo, at the Revolution as a ſecurity againſt the influence of the 


Crown, © that xo PERSON who has any office under the King, or 


receives any penſion from the Crown, ſhall be capable of 
© ſerving as a Member of the Houſe of Commons. This wiſe 
proviſion, is entirely diſregarded, and although upon the 
acceptance of a place, a Member vacates his ſeat pro forma, he is 
liable to be, and is in general re elected. Hence the vaſt 
influence of the Crown in the deliberations of the Houſe of 
Commons ; which, added to the interference of the Nobles, 
renders that Houſe little more than nominal; and this grand 
Bulwark of Britiſh Liberty, in the hands of an ambitions 
Miniſter, may be converted into an engine of National 


deſtruction. N ; 9 
Further, it was at the Revolution enaQted, that Parliaments 
were to be elected once in three years at leaſt; yet we find, 


that in the reign of George the Firſt, - Parliament voted itſelf 
SEPTENNIAL. Thereby eſtabliſhing its own Supremacy. / A 
 firetch of Power altogether UnconſtituBional :-—as well might 
they have doubled the number of years ;—yoted "themſelves 

: 3 e vi 2110m0H Flender 
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Members during their natural lives ;---or declared at once the 


The fact is, that Parliament has no Right whatever to alter 
one iora of the Conſtitution. If in the courſe of experience the 
Conſtitution ſhall be found defective, then, and in that caſe, 
an appeal muſt be made to the people, who ſhall ſend Deputies 
for the expreſs purpoſe of making ſuch Conſtitutional alterations 
as may ſeem neceſſary. The Conſtitution once eſtabliſhed by 
General Conſent, upon the bafis of Equality, ought to be held 
ſacred and inviolable by the Legiſlature : It is this ufurpation 
of Parliament :---it is this violent departure from the original 
purity of our Laws, that has produced innumerable evils. 


We have been lulled into ſecurity by the arts of Miniſters 
and their Agents ; who infinuate, that reform leads to revolu- 
tion; and by the word revolution,” they exhibit, in tcrrorem, 
all the horrors that have lately diſtracted France. Therefore, 
ſay they, although ſome reform may be neceſſary, yet at pre- 
ſent, while the Public mind is agitated from without, it is 
dangerous to hazard a convulſion within. A time of war is not 
the period calculated for cool reformation ; inveſtigations of this 
ſerious nature ought to be made when the Nation is at peace. 
'This'is the language of men in power at all times: even in the 
fordelaying"the reſtoration of the rights of the people. It 
ought'to'be'rememibered here, that the once great Hero of Par- 
linnentary reform, Mn. Prrr, brought forward, with all the 
glowof coloring, and all the ſtrength of argument for which he 
is diflinguithed, his plan for reformation at the nnr critical pe- 
rd, of ile American uur; and by two firong reſolutions, in- 


 troduced by himſelf at the Society held at the Thatched Houſe 


Tayern 
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Tavern in the year 1782, he declares it abſolutely neceſſary to 


TAKE THE SENSE OP THE PEOPLE on this important ſubject: he 


recommends them to aſſemble for that purpoſe : and urges Gen- 
tlemen, during the then approaching receſs of Parliament, to 
uſe all the conſtitational means in their power, to collect the 
PuBLic, Orixrox as the only meaſure that could inſure the ſuc- 
ceſs of a radical reform, which he held to be eſſentially neceſſary 
for National exiſtence. Since that æra, Ms. Prrr has been in 
Office during a long peace, and the expedient moment is not 
yet arrived: nor we predict, ever will arrive, unleſs the people 
peaceably aſſemble in ſuch numbers and in ſuch places as may 


ſuit their reſpective conveniences; and in the language of uni- 


verſal Petition, claim a redreſs of Grievances- 


Therefore, Britons, as your own inattention has ſuffered the 


Repreſentative branch of the Legiſlature to be virtually anni- 
hilated; it is from your own exertions alone, you muſt expect 
relief, | 


We have been long amuſed by ideal perfection without en- 


joying reality. The Language of our Laws is Eauaxrrr, while 
the operation is OrrxxssroN. Will any one deny, that our 


Code of Laws has been ſuffered to accumulate to a vaſt maſs 
of obſolete, contradictory, and obſcure matter :---underftood 


by none; --tedious in their progreſs ;---uncertain in their appli- 


cation: ſo prodigiouſly expenſive, that a man of moderate for- 


tune is often ruined in a legal conteſt with his opulent and ar- 
bitrary Neighbour, and the Poor, effectually excluded from the 
moſt diſtant ray of hope, that he may obtain Juſtice againſt 


Oppreſſion For this truth, we appeal to the general expe- 
rience of our Countrymen; and we ſeriouſly aſk them, whe- 


ther a reform here is not abſolutely neceſſary ? 
We 
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We are amuſed, alſo, with the idea of Liberty of Conſcience 
in matters of Religion, while we are fettered by penal Statutes, 
Teſt Adds, and coertion, in raifing what is called the revenue of 
the Church. We appeal to the moſt uſeful branch of the Com- 
munity, the i Huſbandmen, whether or not the 
ſyſtem of Tythes is an oppreſſion of the moſt deſtructive 
and unjuſt nature? We appeal to the numerous, opulent, and 
reſpectable body of Diſſenters, whether it is conſiſtent with 
genuine Liberty, that becauſe they addreſs the Almighty 
agreeable to the dictates of their conſcience, they are therefore 
to be deprived of ſome of their eſſential Civil Rights: nay to be 
persecuted and driven from the boſom of their Country? We 
appeal to all, whether if a ſubje& performs all the ſocial duties, 
with faithfulneſs and integrity, he ought not to be accountable 
to God alone, for the mode of his religious worſhip ? 


We alk the Farmers in general, whether the rigid ſyſtem 
of the Game Laus, are conſiſtent with the poſſeſſion and 
preſervation of Property ? 5 
We #k, whether enclußve privileges and monopolies are 
agreeable to the general intereſts and freedom of trade? We 
aſk, whether an attempt to eſtabliſh a kind of * inguisitorial 
inſtitation; whereby the liberty of opinion is ſuppreſſed ;— 
where each man is excited to act as a ſpy upon his neighbour ? 
dere we are beſet by a legion of venal and corrupt inform- 
ers; and which tends to diminiſh the freedom of the prefs, is 
. Liberty, — that we 
enjoy ipetot cy the ren ol Mankind? | 175 | 


tof to : q $11 03 A ni 
nnn eyils and abuſes we hs | 
one grand Rerbedy-An Inderexbent Housz or Commons. 


* Alludiog tothe late Aſſocistious againſt Republicans and Leyellers. 
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Once render that Houſe pure, and they will take care, that all 
the calamities that ſpring from corruption, will ceaſe with the 
extermination of their cauſe. 

What is called a moderate Reform of Parliament, ſuch as is 
the Plan of the preſent Oppoſition, is Nugatory and ImpraQti- 
cable. To extend the ſcale of the elective franchiſe, ſhort of 
Univerſal Suffrage, would only be exchanging one partiality for 
another, and ſpreading wider the ſyſtem of corruption. Univerſal - 
repreſentation, is the only reform practicable as well as bene- 
ficial, By this, corruption and bribery would receive their 
deaths wound, and the Conſtitution, with all its bleſſings 
would be effeQually eſtabliſhed. 


Looking at the preſent mode of elections, the confuſion, 
debauchery, and wickedneſs, that in popular conteſts generally 
prevail, ſome may be led to think that Univerſal Suffrage, 
would increaſe theſe evils in a ratio with the increaſed number os 
Voters: but the reverſe is the fact. On this head we cannot 
give a clearer idea of our meaning than by tranſcribing verbatim 
the opinion of the Duke of Richmond. The preſent number 
© of Members in the Houſe of Commons (his Grace obſerves in 
bis Plan-) * is preſerved, ſo that all apprehenſions from too 
numerous an Aſſembly ceaſes. 0 | 


An account of the whole number of Males of age in the 
Kingdom is to be taken, and divided by the number of Mem- 
bers to be ſent, which will find the Quota of Electors to chuſe 
one Member; from the beſt accounts I can now get, it will 
© be about Two Thouſand Six Hundred; theſe are to be" fbrthed 
into Diſtricts or Burghs from the moſt” contigious-Parithes, 
and by having all the Elections throughout the Kingdom, in 
one and the ame day and taken in each Pariſh, all fear of riot 


and tumult vaniſhes. | 
to nat 5d: hre, — mn 


| « The great expence of EleQiong which wifes from 
FFA en 
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See the Noble Dales Letter to Colonel Sharman, Chairman to 
the Commiitee of Correſpondence, appointed by the Delegates of the 
Iriſh Volunteers, dated the 15th Auguſt, 1783. | 


tions 1. M, ;. 
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© taining them there and on the road, will be no more, when 
© every man will vote in his own Pariſh, Bribery muſt entire- 
©ly ceaſe ; in a fingle Burgh it would be difficult; on ſo many 
© as to have any effect impoſſible. The numbers to be bought, 

would be-infinitely too great for any purſe. Beſides, annual 
« Parliaments, by their frequency and ſhortneſs, would ann 

 operato in preventing corruption. 

By this, Britons may ſee that the remedy for ibelr coluenitics 
is eaſy and practicable. Univerſal Repreſentation would beget 


Univerſal Independence, and ſtrengthen the bands of Society. 
Opulence, Talents, Education and Worth, would have all the 


influence in the EleCtions they naturally deſerve; while the 
Poor would hold in their own hands, their beft ſecurity againſt 
The Reyolution provides us with the means of redreſs, hy 
allowing us the right of petitioning. Art. V. Of the Bill of 
Rights States, that it is the right of the Subject to petition the 
King; and all commitments and proſecutions, : for ſuch pe- 
© titions, are illegal.” If petitioning, therefore, be the right 
of the Subject, their aſſembling together for that pur- 
poſe, muſt be eſſentially neceſſary, and ftrialy legal. Nay, 
our Anceſtors at the Revolution eſtabliſhed, that the Subjects 


' have a right to claim, demand, and insist upon all thoſe our 


undoubted Rights: the true, ancient, and undubitable Rights, 
© and Liberties of this Kingdom. I. W. & M. ch. 24 
The BRISTOL CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY, there- 
fore,. anxious and zealous for the emancipation of their / Coun- 
trymen, invites their aſſiſtance and concurrence. They remind 
their Fellow-Citizens, that it is not merely joining in the popu- 
lar cry of King and Conſtitution, that evinces true Loyalty. 
He is the beſt Subject, and the trueſt Friend to his Country, 
who carefully watches the operations of Government ;---points 
out its abuſes; and lends bis aid to procure a remedy. Let not, 
then, Dritons deceive themſelves. The corruptions and abuſes 


af the State are great and manifold; and he who, blindly or 


wilfally, is an enemy to Reform, firikes a dagger into the fide 
of his bleeding Country, and contributes to deftroy that very 


ger to admire. 


of l SOCIETY, 


5 Jour: 2 _ BURN, Secretary. 
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